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FOLK MUSIC LEGEND JEAN RITCHIE 
MAKES CLEVELAND APPEARANCE APRIL 28 

“one of the finest authentic traditional folk singers we have ...” 

— The New York Times 

CLEVELAND — Vocalist and dulcimer player Jean Ritchie has been critically acclaimed 
since the 1950s for her genius at collecting, interpreting, and performing the music of her 
beloved Kentucky hills. She will make a rare Cleveland appearance on Friday, April 28, 2000 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) Gartner Auditorium. Jean Ritchie, An 
American Music Legend is jointly presented by the museum’s performing arts department 
and Folknet, a Cleveland-based organization dedicated to promoting and preserving folk 
music and the traditional arts. Tickets are available at $17 ($15 for CMA and Folknet 
members) by visiting the CMA ticket center or calling 1-888-CMA-0033. 

Long considered a beacon in the folk music scene, the septuagenarian Jean Ritchie 
has maintained a steady performance schedule in the U.S. and abroad for more than five 
decades. In 1996, she was featured in a PBS special. Mountain Born: The Jean Ritchie Story. 
With more than 30 albums to her credit, Ritchie’s songs have been recorded by such stars as 
Bob Dylan, Michelle Shocked, and Johnny Cash. Ritchie’s “My Dear Companion” was 
recorded by Emmylou Harris, Linda Ronstadt, and Dolly Parton for their first “Trio” album 
(Warner Brothers, 1987). Rolling Stone named her 1977 release. None But One (Greenhays) 
— featuring the talents of Eric Weissburg, Kenny Kosek, Janis Ian, Mary Travers and Oscar 
Brand — “Best Folk Album of the Year.” 

Awarded a Fulbright scholarship in 1952 to document traditional Irish and Scottish 
music, Ritchie is also a founder of the Newport Folk Festival, a recipient of numerous 
honorary degrees, and the author of nine books, including Singing Family of the 
Cumberlands (Oxford Press, 1955), called by The New York Times “a treasure of ... stories, 
language, and song.” Additionally, she holds the distinction of single-handedly reviving 
interest in the mountain dulcimer, an instrument modem audiences can find in the music of 
Joni Mitchell and Richard and Mimi Farina. 

Ritchie was the youngest in a family of 14 children raised in Viper, Kentucky, located 
in the heart of the southern Appalachian Mountains. Isolated in the rugged countryside, the 
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family amused themselves by gathering on the front porch “to sing up the moon,” dance, and play party games. 
Music, in addition to being a primary form of entertainment, accompanied all aspects of daily life: sweeping, 
dusting, and working in the fields. 

When Ritchie was around five or six years old, she learned to play the Appalachian lap dulcimer, an 
instrument consisting of three to four strings and a fretted fingerboard. American builders produce several instrument 
shapes: rectangular, teardrop, and hourglass (the latter Ritchie uses most frequently). A plastic pick is used to strum, 
though in earlier days a feather was used. The dulcimer is thought to be a descendant of similar instruments brought 
to this country by 18th-century German, Scandinavian, and French immigrants. 

Improvisation is an important element of Ritchie’s music, whether part of her ornate, unaccompanied 
melodies or songs accompanied by the dulcimer. When creating new songs, she combines pieces from existing songs 
or adds to the fragments she remembers from childhood. She notes, “I believe that old songs have things to say to the 
modem generation, and that’s why I’ve stayed around. That’s also why I am still singing. I’m not afraid to be 
myself. Agents say you have to change and grow, but I believe you can sing the same songs and sing them better and 
grow new songs out of the old. I guess if I had to categorize myself or pin down a description of what I do. I’d have 
to say I’m a carrier of tradition.” 

For more information on the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.clemusart.com . 
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